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Medicaid vs Medicare 

Medicaid and Medicare are two health insurance programs run by the government in the 

United States. They help different groups of people and work in different ways. They are 

different in terms of who can get them, what finances them, how they are run, and what they 

cover. They both aim to make healthcare easier for people to get those who cannot afford to buy 

their own insurance. It is really important to know the difference between Medicaid and 

Medicarem since both programs play a role in how healthcare works in the United States.  

The main difference between Medicaid and Medicare is who can get into each program. 

Medicare is a government health insurance program for people aged 65 and above. It also helps 

some people with disabilities, severe kidney disease or a disease called ALS. On the hand 

Medicaid is for people with low income. It helps adults, kids, pregnant women, older adults, and 

people with disabilities who do not have the sufficient funds. Medicare and Medicaid are two 

programs, with different goals. Medicare focuses on age and disability while Medicaid focuses 

on income. 

The way each program gets money and is run is also different. Medicare is a program that 

is run by the government so it is the same throughout the country. The money for Medicare 

mostly comes from the taxes people pay. Medicaid is different because it gets money from the 

government and from each state. Even though there are some rules that every state has to follow , 

each state controls it’s Medicaid program This includes  what Medicaid covers, who can get it 

and what services are included. So for example, Medicaid in Texas might not be the same as 

Medicaid in California or New York. 

The way Medicare and Medicaid cover people is different. Medicare is split into parts. 

Medicare has Part A for hospital care, Part B for care, Part C for special plans from private 
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insurance companies, and Part D for prescription medicine. People who get Medicare often have 

to pick which parts they want and can also buy coverage. Medicaid does not work the way. It 

covers a lot of things like hospital care doctor visits, lab tests and care at home. States can also 

choose to cover things like prescription medicine, physical therapy, and with managing care. 

This means Medicaid often covers things especially for people who need care for a long time and 

need extra support. 

The cost to the patient is something to think about. When you have Medicare you usually 

have to pay for things like premiums, deductibles, copayments or coinsurance. This depends on 

what kind of Medicare coverage you have. For example if you have Original Medicare you do 

not have a limit on how much you have to pay out of your pocket each year unless you also have 

other coverage. Medicaid is different. It is for people who do not have a lot of money. So when 

you have Medicaid you do not have to pay much for healthcare. This makes Medicaid very 

important, for people who cannot afford to pay for the healthcare they need. Medicaid helps 

these people get the healthcare they need. 

Medicaid and Medicare are different in many ways. However, Medicaid and Medicare 

also have some things in common. First, Medicaid and Medicare are both health insurance 

programs that the government helps pay for. The goal of Medicaid and Medicare is to make it 

easier for people to get care. Second, Medicaid and Medicare help people who might have 

trouble getting insurance. These people include adults, people with disabilities and people who 

do not have a lot of money. Third, Medicaid and Medicare help pay for things like going to the 

hospital seeing a doctor and getting necessary medical care. Sometimes a person can even get 

help, from both Medicaid and Medicare at the time. These people are called eligibles. In these 
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cases Medicaid may help pay for things that Medicare does not fully cover. This means Medicaid 

and Medicare can work together to help people get the care they need. 

Medicaid and Medicare are two programs that help people in ways but they work 

differently. Medicare is mostly for people and some people who are disabled. It is run by the 

government and is like an insurance program. Medicaid is for people who do not have a lot of 

money. It is run by both the government and the states. Medicare is the same everywhere in the 

country as where Medicaid is different in each state. When people use Medicare they often have 

to pay some of the costs themselves. Medicaid is designed to be affordable for people who do not 

have a lot of money. Even though Medicaid and Medicare are different they are both very 

important to the healthcare system in the United States. They help millions of Americans who 

might not be able to get care otherwise. Medicaid and Medicare show that government insurance 

programs can really help people. They can help people be healthy have stability and get the 

medical treatment they need.  
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